CHAPTER XIV

HAT same evening Monsieur Bergeret
received in his study a visit from his
colleague Jumage.

Alphonse Jumage and Lucien
Bergeret were born on the same day,
at the same hour, and were the children of two girl
friends to whom, from that time, they became an
inexhaustible source of conversation* They had
grown up together. Lucien never troubled his
head in any way concerning their simultaneous entry
into the world, but Alphonse was more mindful of
the fact, and dwelt upon it with some emphasis.
He formed a mental habit of comparing the course
of their two lives, which had started simultaneously,
and he gradually persuaded himself that it was only
just, equitable and salutary that their progress in life
should be equal.

He took a great interest in the development of
their twin careers, both of which were devoted to
teaching, and, judging his own fortune by another's,
he created for himself continual and futile anxieties
which obscured the natural clearness of his vision.
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